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Weekend retreat helps women

U ‘e Zuege
' hen . = Jennifer
Morris married,
divorce was the
furthest ‘thing

from her mind.
Who gets married thinking
they’ll get divorced?” said Morris
. :of Eden Prairie. But, after eight
years of marriage, she and her
husband divorced in August 2005.
;- She concedes that “I love my life
- now,” and in retrospect, thanks
her ex-husband, who initiated the
. issue. “We are two good people,

. justnot good together.”

But she didn’t feel that way
at the time. On top of the emo-
tional tumult, “I had no idea of
how to get divorced,” she said.

“I didn’t have a clue. I found my
attorney in the Yellow Pages. I

- picked someone who was close

tomy house, I wanted tosay, ‘Call
me when it’s over,’ but I knew it

wasn't the way to go. And once it
was in process, I thought, ‘1 can’t

. be the only person who doesn’t -

have a clue.””

When she married, Morris
had hired a wedding planner. As |
she went through her divorce, she -
thought, “there should be adivorce

planner.”

The idea was so simple. She
. was surprised to find no one did
it.

So she started “D”aie,y Camp,

a weekend retreat for women go-
. ing through divorce. Women meet

with professionals to learn what

is involved with divorce, their
options, and how to map out a
plan for their future. The first
one, held last March was such a
success, she’s had several more
retreats, with inquiries for more,

The next retreat is planned for

Feb. 2-4, 2007.

“There are so many divorce- |
related decisionstomakeatatime
you're least emotionally equipped |
to make the most important deci-
sions of your life,” Morris said. -

.- And if you make the wrong deci:
. sions? “It’s very costly to change a
- divoree decree,” she said. “There
. .are no resources that are acces-
. gible in the same way (as when
. you're planning a wedding),” she
" said. “Iwas in uncharted territory,
' 1 was all by myself and emotion-
ally overwhelmed.

“Where do I go? How do1 get !

started? How do you find people
who can say, ‘here are some ter-

rific resources?’ Who can help |
women draw a blueprint for the |

rest of their lives?”

navigate divorce

“D’aisy Camp?
“When you get divorced, you

feel like you've got a “D” on your
forehead,” Morris said. “Who

wants to go to “Divorce Camp?”
And, she added, “the daisy rep:
resents to me, a fresh restart. I
thought, ‘Let’s have a place we
can talk and gather.'”

Based on her own experience,
and research, she found profes-
sionalsinlaw, ﬁnance counseling,
real estate and mortgage banking,
career planning, and other related
areas to be presenters and offer in-

. formation, advice and resources,

The ﬁrst retreat was at the
Emma Krumbee’s Amemclnn

- Lodge and Suite

It quickly booked to its capamty
of 50. Women camie from Minne-
sota, Wisconsin, and lowa. Three

presenters are scheduled for Fri-

day, nine for Saturday and three

for Sunday. The weekend ends at
1 p.m. Sunday.

he weekend has a retreat

ty. None of the presenters

"Wear usiness suits or ties. There

are no overhead projectors, there
are no Power Point presentations.

“Its strength,” Morris said, “is the
personal interaction.”

Knowledge is power

“D”aisy Camp provides knowl-
edge, Morris said. And knowledge
is power.

“When you get divorced, no
one is there holding your hand,”
Morris said. “An attorney can
only do so much. There is grief
and depression. It’s like a funeral
but that person is still there. If you
have children, there is a whole par-

enting plan to create. How do you
co-exist and co-parent? You'restill
a family but'not living under one

" roof, And, for women who have

been married for along time, they
need to find passion and purpose
in what to do next. Divorce after
decades of being a wifeand mother
can be even more difficult,”

She thought the first camp
would be the last one. She was
wrong. She kept getting inquiries
about the time and location of the
next “D”aisy Camp, and before
long, she realized, she’d created a
business. To date, 250 women have -
participated. o

“Participants have made ter-
rific friends there,” Morris said.
“There are women who have had
reunions since, and after their
divorces, taken trips to Europe
together.




“Who gets marrzed thinking they'll get divorced?”

— Jennifer Morris, founder “D”aisy Camp




